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Three Ways to Travel Around the World

There’s the fast way, the posh way and the slow way. Here’s what to
know about each.

By Barbara Peterson
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Online searches for round-the-world itineraries have increased this year. ILLUSTRATION: JAMES
YANG

2. The posh way: chartered jets and luxury digs

For a price tag in the six figures, you can fly around the planet in comfort on a
chartered aircraft, enjoying catered meals, flowing Champagne and swanky digs
on the ground. With an all first-class layout, the jets used for these jaunts
typically have a capacity of around 50 passengers, and demand is such that
flights tend to sell out fairly quickly, according to Pamela Lassers, media-
relations director at Abercrombie & Kent, the high-end tour operator known for
its African safaris. The company is offering three RTW trips in 2024 of 25 or 26
days, via a Boeing 757, and just added a new wildlife-focused trip which stops in
Hawalii, Fiji, Tasmania, Bali, Sri Lanka, Zambia and Brazil.

And there are other advantages to the private route, according to Diana Hechler,
president of D. Tours Travel in Larchmont, N.Y. “You can get to some out-of-the-
way places, like Easter Island,” she says, and “you avoid the delays and airport
hassles we associate with flying today.”

TCS World Travel, another luxury private-jet specialist, is adding departures for
its round-the-world tours—with 10 trips scheduled from October this year to
December 2025. One culture and history itinerary includes Easter Island and
East Africa and requisite wonders of the world from Egypt to India—via a 52-
seat Airbus A321—all in under four weeks.

The cost: from $168,000 per person for A&K’s 26-day Wildlife & Nature Around
the World trip, $130,000 for TCS’s 25-day tour.



